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STAFF REPORT FOR JUNE 20, 2020–AUGUST 21, 2020 
for Board of Directors Meeting on August 26, 2020 

 
 

GRANTS AND CONTRACTS UPDATES 
 
American Rivers (AR)-Faith Valley (National Fish & Wildlife Foundation, or NFWF): 
 American Rivers has received their executed agreement with NFWF and will soon work 
on the subagreement with AWG. August expenses can be covered by this grant. 
 On August 20, Mo planned to assist American Rivers and Trout Unlimited with 
installation of some new streamflow gauges, but it was rescheduled to August 27 due to air 
quality. American Rivers has contracted with Trout Unlimited to help with streamflow 
monitoring for the project, specifically program setup and data analysis; American Rivers and 
AWG will collect the data. 
 
Carson Water Subconservancy District (CWSD): 

Kimra returned the signed agreement for 2020-2021 funding to CWSD on July 24. 
On July 8 and August 17, Mo participated in the Carson River Coalition Education 

Working Group Meetings. 
On August 18, Kimra listened to Ed James’ presentation to the Alpine County Board of 

Supervisors on the “Water Supply Picture for the Carson River Watershed.”  
 
Grover Meadow Restoration (Tahoe Resource Conservation District, or TRCD, Integrated 
Regional Water Management, or IRWM): 

California State Parks (CSP) installed the first two interpretative signs on July 13 and the 
other four signs the week of August 10.  

CSP approached AWG about a ribbon cutting event in September. 
Planting of grass plugs and seeds will be done in October by CSP staff with AWG’s help. 
On July 13 and 22, Mo, Kimra, and our TRCD liaison had phone calls with the California 

Department of Water Resources (DWR) grant liaison to get direction on updating our project’s 
Performance Monitoring Plan, to receive detailed requirements for the Project Completion Form, 
and to discuss the issue of the seventh interpretive sign (cultural sign) not being completed 
during the grant period. 
 
Hope Valley Restoration and Aquatic Habitat Enhancement Project, Phases II & III 
(National Fish & Wildlife Foundation, or NFWF):  
 
Permits Statuses 
 
Agency Permit Approved Notes 
California Dept. of Fish 
& Wildlife (CDFW) 

1600, Lake & 
Streambed 
Alteration (LSA) 

Yes  
 

California Dept. of Fish 
& Wildlife (CDFW) 

Right of Entry Yes Amendment received July 27 
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US Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) 
 

404, under 
Nationwide General 
Permit 27 

Yes  

California State Water 
Resources Control 
Board 

401 Yes  

CalTrans Standard 
Encroachment 
Permit 

Yes Hanford ARC is working on 
contactor’s encroachment permit. 

California Office of 
Planning & Research 

CEQA Notice of 
Exemption (NOE) 

Yes  

 
Contractor 

Hanford ARC has responded that they have reviewed the Agreement for Construction 
and find it acceptable; we await a signed copy along with the required insurance certificate. They 
tentatively plan to start construction on September 14, but they may move up construction to the 
prior week. 
 
Monitoring 

CWSD’s Shane Fryer with Mo’s assistance did a pre-construction drone survey on July 15. 
Mo is working to get two time-lapse cameras installed prior to the start of construction—

one purchased by AWG under the NFWF grant and one borrowed from CDFW. 
Sierra Ecotone Solutions conducted the second round of willow flycatcher monitoring on 

July 10; Mo met with Garth Alling in the field following his monitoring. 
 
OHV - East Fork Carson 2014-2017: 

On July 2, Mo with Jerry Lloyd’s assistance rehung the East Fork Carson sign located 
approximately a half mile before you get to the bottom of Monitor Pass while headed south on 
Highway 89. 
 On August 7, Bureau of Land Management Park Ranger Daniel Dull wrote AWG seeking 
contacts for Hangman's Bridge OHV barrier maintenance. After looking in AWG’s Dropbox 
files and asking Gavin Fieger for assistance, Mo relayed that Dave Moline would be able to help. 
 
South Tahoe Public Utility District (STPUD, Alpine County): 

On July 9, Mo conducted the second round of sampling for 2020. 
On August 13, Mo and Vince Hebert had a phone call with Desert Research Institute’s 

microplastics research team to discuss AWG’s Pharmaceuticals and Personal Care Products 
(PPCP) program and potentials for collaborating in the future.  
 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) WaterSMART Grant (community 
outreach/partnership development, data collection, and restoration planning): 

The grant modification to return funds not needed for environmental compliance to the 
grant is being “actively worked on”; we still don’t know the dollar amount. 

Kimra, Mo, and Cindy Wise/Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board continued 
planning for the September 8 AWG virtual meeting, a forum related to the West Fork Carson 
River Vision Project on “Roads and Water Quality.” 
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RESTORATION & MONITORING PROGRAMS 
 
Restoration: 
 On July 13, graffiti tagging of West Fork Carson River bridges was brought to AWG’s 
attention. Since then, Mo has spent time researching the most river-responsible decisions in 
regards to graffiti removal. Mo has sought guidance from staff at the following organizations: 
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board, Caltrans, Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, 
City of South Lake Tahoe, South Yuba River Citizens League, and The League to Save Lake 
Tahoe. Unfortunately, no one has made a single recommendation as far as graffiti removal 
products; most believe painting over may be the most environmentally safe solution.  
 
Monitoring: 

Mo prepped for and coordinated water quality collections at all sites for the River 
Monitoring Program on August 6-8. 
 On July 28 and August 18, Mo collected routine samples at Red Lake for harmful algal 
bloom (HAB) monitoring. She also did an extra HAB sample collection on August 5 at Summit 
Lake.  

On July 19, Mo fielded a call from a concerned citizen about the turbidness of the East 
Fork Carson River; the person reported, “The East Fork looks like the Mississippi River." Mo 
emailed a few community members for their observations, and it was concluded that isolated 
thunderstorms were likely the culprit. No other follow-up action was taken. 
 On July 29, Mo fielded a concerned citizen’s call about foam in the West Fork Carson 
River. This issue was first brought to current AWG staff’s attention last fall by Ginger Craik. 
Since July 29, Mo has started random visual inspections of Red Lake Creek when she is already 
in the area to create a more complete observations log to be submitted to the State Water Board 
by end of fall 2020.  
 
 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH & EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
  
Outreach: 

On July 7, Kimra announced the upcoming AWG meeting as a public comment at the 
Alpine County Board of Supervisors meeting. 

For AWG’s virtual bimonthly meeting on July 14, 51 people signed up and 27 people 
signed into the meeting. Craig Oehrli gave a presentation on “Blackwood Creek Restoration — 
Holistic Restoration Opportunities in Riparian Forest Environments.” 

Mo submitted an article to update the community on harmful algal blooms for the Alpine 
Threads fall newsletter. 
  
Partnerships: 

On June 23, Kimra had a phone call with Eric Tallman from Brynn Kennedy’s campaign 
to tell him about Alpine Watershed Group’s efforts. 

On June 30, Kimra participated in Sierra Nevada Alliance’s ED Huddle. 
On July 20, Mo participated in the first Regional Forest & Fire Capacity Program – East 

Subregion stakeholder meeting. 
On July 28, Kimra participated in the Alpine County Interagency Meeting. 
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On August 11, Mo participated in the Sierra Meadows Partnership bimonthly call, which 
featured a presentation by the California Invasive Plant Council on the Sierra Meadow 
Vulnerability Index, research review, and Best Management Practices for Invasive Plants. 
 
Trainings: 
 On July 8, Mo participated in a webinar on “Volunteer Monitoring Trainings in Response 
to COVID.” 
 
 
FUNDRAISING 
 
Wildlife Conservation Board Public Access Program Pre-application:  

We were informed that AWG was not invited to submit a full proposal for our project, 
"Planning for Public Access Facilities for the Creek at Heritage Park in Markleeville." The 2020 
solicitation received more than 70 proposals, totaling over $25 million in funding requests. Up to 
$6 million is available for award through the current solicitation, resulting in a very competitive 
selection process. WCB expects to release another solicitation for the Public Access Program in 
2021. Kimra will schedule a phone call to discuss our application and ways it might be improved 
for a future solicitation when WCB staff makes themselves available in late September. 
 
Tahoe Sierra IRWM Implementation Grant for Markleeville Creek Restoration Project 
and updates on the Markleeville Public Utility District (MPUD) State Revolving Fund 
Planning Grant for the Sewer Relocation Project: 

Kimra received the following information from the STPUD Grant Coordinator on the 
IRWM grant: 

 The start date for incurring expenses is June 2, 2020. STPUD does not yet know what 
the contract end date will be. 

 Until match requirement is met, for every expenditure 50% will be counted as match. 
In addition, 10% retention will be held until project closeout. 

 STPUD does not expect the signed contract from DWR until the end of September; 
once it is in hand, they will send out partnership agreements. This partnership 
agreement will need to go to Alpine County Board of Supervisors for approval. 

 There is no DWR requirement to issue an RFP for engineering services; we just have 
to follow the County’s procurement procedures. 

 AWG received Disadvantaged Community status, so we do not need to meet the 12 
month CEQA deadline. 

 The grant does not allow any billing for tasks under the category for 
Construction/Implementation until all permitting and environmental requirements are 
complete. 

In response to Kimra’s request, MPUD’s engineer provided the first reimbursement 
request for MPUD’s State Revolving Fund grant, which will be used to document match for the 
IRWM funding. The engineer reported that they should have options to consider by the 
September MPUD Board Meeting but do not think they will have their full draft alternatives 
analysis and feasibility study as they are still waiting on field investigation reports and data from 
their geotechnical and surveying teams. 

On June 23, Kimra and several board members participated in the Alpine County Virtual 
Open House on Caltrans' Markleeville Bridge Replacement. 
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On July 8, Caltrans District 10 Director McElhinney wrote a letter in response to AWG’s 
letter dated June 9, 2020, that urged Caltrans to commit to removing the Markleeville Bridge 
abutments; Director McElhinney’s response letter stated that Caltrans is working with Alpine 
County Community Development on a Mutual Understanding of Abutment Removal. 

On July 17 and August 4, Kimra had phone calls with Caltrans staff to discuss how 
Caltrans might be able to provide funding for the floodplain project’s revegetation as part of the 
mitigation required for their CDFW 1600 permit. 

On July 30, Kimra, Alpine County Administrative Officer Nichole Williamson, and 
Alpine County Community Development Director Debbie Burkett had a phone call with Wildlife 
Conservation Board (WCB) California Riparian Habitat Conservation Program staff to learn 
about funding requirements and policies of WCB and to get questions answered about the grant 
application process. 

On July 31, Kimra discussed the project with Alpine County’s new transportation 
planning services provider Jeff Schwein, and she subsequently sent Jeff project plans and 
documents. The concept is that Jeff and his firm, Green DOT, would provide project 
coordination for the county, including overseeing the bid process and providing contract 
management; these services would need to be reimbursable under the IRWM grant. 

On August 4, Kimra updated the Board of Supervisors during the public comment period 
on the IRWM grant award, the potential WCB grant, the possible partnership with Caltrans for 
funding through their mitigation, and Markleeville Public Utility District’s sewer relocation 
project. 

On August 9, Zach Wood captured drone video of the project area and subsequently sent 
a preliminary aerial video to AWG board and staff for discussion. 
 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
Staffing: 
 Ky Osguthorpe returned the letter of agreement for the Watershed Program Assistant 
position; her anticipated start date is September 15. 
 


