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GRANTS AND CONTRACTS UPDATES 
 
American Rivers (AR)-Faith Valley: 
 This sub-grant agreement ends on May 1, 2020, and AR cannot get an extension from 
California Department of Fish & Wildlife. Kimra and Julie Fair are discussing a possible 
extension through the end of May or mid June to allow for some early season monitoring and 
possibly community outreach. 
 On March 17, Mo participated in a Faith Valley draft technical designs call where the 
beaver dam analog plans were discussed in more depth. 
 
Carson Water Subconservancy District (CWSD):  

On March 10-11, Mo, Helen, and Kimra attended the Carson River Coalition’s Carson 
River Watershed Management Forum. Mo gave a presentation on our harmful algal bloom 
monitoring program; Helen served on the Environmental Education Programs and 
Implementation Panel to talk about citizen science water quality monitoring; and Kimra served 
on the Field Implementers Panel to talk about water quality benefits of projects in Hope Valley. 
Helen had a table in the event lobby with AWG information. The final activity broke participants 
into workgroups by county to review and update the project lists in Chapter 8 of the Carson 
River Watershed Adaptive Stewardship Plan; Zach Wood participated with AWG staff and 
others in this activity. 
 
Grover Meadow Restoration (Tahoe Resource Conservation District, or TRCD, Integrated 
Regional Water Management, or IRWM): 

TRCD signed the amended agreement with California Department of Water Resources on 
March 6; the agreement extends our project construction end date through October 2020, with 
final reports due December 31, 2020. Kimra issued a letter to California State Parks (CSP) to 
extend our contract for CSP construction/implementation work and final invoicing to October 
31, 2020. 

Helen finished the edits and updates to six of the interpretative signs, and Kimra 
circulated these signs to AWG’s Board of Directors on April 14. Cyndie Walck/CSP and Kimra 
signed off on five of these signs, and they are ready to be sent to the printer; we are working to 
finalize content on the historical uses sign. Cyndie informed Helen that all communication with 
the Washoe Tribe for the redevelopment of the cultural sign is to go through CSP tribal liaison 
Denise Jaffke. Denise informed Helen that sign redesign is going to take some time since the 
Cultural Committee is not currently meeting.  

Cyndie asked Kimra if AWG staff will be able to assist with weed management this year. 
Kimra will assess the project budget with Mo following completion of the signs. 
 COVID-19 circumstances further confirmed cancelling Earth Day at Grover in April. 
Dan Lubin and Mo discussed that an Earth Day in June or July would be a better fit for Grover 
weed management. Social distancing restrictions will be assessed before any event planning 
commences.  
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Hope Valley Restoration and Aquatic Habitat Enhancement Project, Phases II & III 
(National Fish & Wildlife Foundation, or NFWF):  
 
Permits Statuses 
 
Agency Permit Submitted Approval Status/Notes 
California Dept. of 
Fish & Wildlife 
(CDFW) 

1600, Lake & 
Streambed 
Alteration (LSA) 

Yes •Application deemed complete; CDFW will 
begin writing the agreement in next few 
weeks; agreement will be fully executed by 
mid June; agreement good for five years  
 

California Dept. of 
Fish & Wildlife 
(CDFW) 
 

Right of Entry Yes Approved 

US Army Corps of 
Engineers 
(USACE) 

404, under 
Nationwide 
General Permit 27 

Yes •Brian Peters suggested Melanie 
Green/Cardno as permitting resource; 
Melanie suggested submitting application to 
have USACE rep. assigned 
•Rep. believes will approve by end of June 
•Rep. inquired whether a programmatic 
agreement for cultural concerns exists for 
Hope Valley; Mo confirmed with CDFW 
staff that there is not 

California State 
Water Resources 
Control Board 

401 Yes •Updated Monitoring Plan to reflect the 
selected project design plans is under review; 
will next be routed to Technical Advisory 
Committee 

CalTrans Standard 
Encroachment 
Permit 

No •Need Waterways under contract to get 
CalTrans requested plan edits done, but 
permit will not be considered complete until 
CDFW files Notice of Exemption (NOE) 
after the 1600/LSA agreement is executed 
•Caltrans encroachment office backed up on 
processing permits 

California Office 
of Planning & 
Research 

CEQA Notice of 
Exemption 
(NOE) 

No •CDFW to initiate after 1600/LSA agreement 
finalized 

 
Contractor 
Mo reached out to AWG’s top choices for construction contractors to gauge firms’ interest and 
availability. 

 
South Tahoe Public Utility District (STPUD, Alpine County): 

Kimra signed the 2020 agreement on March 31 and submitted the new certificates of 
insurance on April 9. 

Mo has been planning and coordinating for the April 22 sampling event while also 
considering that COVID-19 may cancel the data collection at any time. Mo plans to check in 
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with STPUD staff on April 20 to confirm plans. On March 6, Mo ordered sampling supplies and 
confirmed microplastic analysis in Australia with Eurofins Eaton Analytical staff.  
Mo has begun the process of uploading the CEC/PPCP data to California Environmental Data 
Exchange Network (CEDEN). 
 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) WaterSMART Grant (community 
outreach/partnership development, data collection, and restoration planning): 

Kimra submitted the 270-Day Sufficiency Report on March 31. We expect to hear back 
from USBR around April 30 on eligibility to receive second year funding.  

On April 2, Helen reviewed the example restoration plans developed by previous USBR 
WaterSMART grant awardees, and she identified focus areas from seven plans that align with 
AWG programs.  
 
 
RESTORATION & MONITORING PROGRAMS 
  
Monitoring: 

At the March 10 bi-monthly meeting, Mo gave a presentation on our harmful algal bloom 
monitoring program, Helen gave a presentation on the preliminary results from her water quality 
objective analysis of 2019 river monitoring data; and Helen hosted a refresher training for new 
and returning monitors. Twenty-two people attended the meeting, and eleven participants stayed 
until the conclusion of the training. 

On March 12-13, we kicked off 2020 river monitoring field season, collecting data for all 
sites. Volunteer monitoring was cut short due to the combination of concerns surrounding 
weather and COVID-19 protocols. The remaining monitoring sites were sampled by Helen and 
Mo. 
 Mo submitted the amendment to add Helen and Rich Harvey to the California 
Department of Fish & Wildlife Scientific Collecting Permit on March 24. 
 Helen got feedback from the Restoration and Monitoring Committee, Mo, and Kimra on 
the Upper Carson River Watershed 2019 Water Quality Objectives Report, and she circulated the 
final report back to committee members with detailed responses to comments on April 16. 
Comments from two committee members were received after the report had been updated, and 
those comments will be considered for the report on 2020 river monitoring data. We will post the 
report on our website and include it in the May newsletter. 

Helen finalized changes to the river monitoring data spreadsheet to reduce input and 
analysis errors. This was a first step in developing a formal data management protocol for data 
quality assurance purposes.  

Helen finalized her review of river monitoring processes and procedures, and she 
submitted her recommendations for staff review.  
 
 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH & EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
  
Outreach: 
 On March 3, Mo attended the Alpine County Board of Supervisors meeting to announce 
the AWG bimonthly meeting. 

On March 31, Helen attended a webinar hosted by Sierra Nevada Alliance to discuss 
outreach barriers and strategies under COVID-19 social distancing protocols. 
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Partnerships: 
On March 3, Mo attended the Alpine Biomass Collaborative meeting (ABC). 
On March 10, David Griffith informed Kimra that Alpine Biomass Collaborative did not 

receive the CAL FIRE grant for the Hot Springs Road Corridor Project. 
Tobacco Control Program Public Health Educator Nora Esders’ last day with Alpine 

County was March 12. 
On April 14, Mo participated in the Sierra Meadows Partnership bimonthly phone 

meeting. 
On March 18, Nevada Department of Environmental Protection Water Quality Planning 

staff member Marianne Denton reached out to Mo to discuss the HAB monitoring program. Mo 
and Marianne connected via video conference on April 15 to discuss HAB monitoring efforts, 
resources, and planning. This resulted in Mo watching a previously recorded "Making Sense of 
Your Harmful Algal Bloom Data" webinar. 

On April 15, Mo participated in a webinar on “Citizen Science at EPA.” 
 

 
FUNDRAISING 
 
General: 

Following up on Dan Kaffer’s suggestion, Kimra received a response from Carson-
Truckee Water Conservancy District that they cannot fund projects that are not within the 
District’s boundaries. 

 
California Alpine Club Foundation: 
 On April 16, Mo received a letter from the foundation that because of this year’s 
exceptional circumstances, they are not following their usual grant request process. They were 
pleased with our stewardship in managing last year’s grant, and they are offering a one-time 
donation of $2,000 to support AWG’s Harmful Algal Bloom Monitoring & Education Program 
without the need to submit a grant application. 
 
The Strong Foundation for Environmental Values: 
 On March 30, Mo received notification that the foundation’s Board selected AWG to 
receive a $3,000 grant for AWG’s Harmful Algal Bloom Monitoring & Education Program. 
 
Tahoe Sierra IRWM Proposal for Markleeville Creek Restoration Project and updates on 
the Markleeville Public Utility District (MPUD) State Revolving Fund Planning Grant for 
the Sewer Relocation Project: 

On April 2, Tahoe Sierra IRWM Grant Coordinator Lynn Nolan informed partners that 
our grant has been recommended for funding, pending a 15-day public comment period. AWG’s 
project was noted as requiring more information regarding the Disadvantaged Community status 
in order to waive the match. Lynn anticipates at least 60 days for the contract to be finalized. The 
start date is still to be determined by the state. We will receive a partner agreement with South 
Tahoe Public Utility District (Lynn’s employer) that will need to be signed prior to any expenses 
on our award. 

Kimra attended the regular MPUD Board Meeting on March 12 and the MPUD Special 
Meeting on April 14. At both meetings, she underscored the need for MPUD to make quick 
progress on their State Revolving Fund Planning Grant given that our grant deadline will likely 
be spring or summer 2023. MPUD has a fully executed grant agreement, and the MPUD Board 
has approved hiring Bennett Engineering to perform the work under the grant. Dave Harden with 
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Bennett Engineering said that he will work very diligently to get sub-contractors on board so that 
the topographical study and geotechnical work can be completed this field season. He will also 
engage the state environmental department to get information on if the environmental documents 
completed for the restoration project can be updated or will need to be redone. Dave stated that it 
may be possible to ask for expedited reviews given that another project is dependent on their 
project. 
 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
Staffing: 
 Outreach & Volunteer Coordinator Helen Fillmore’s last day was April 16. 
 
 


